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The USDA Forest Products Lab has studied and proven that photo-
degradation of wood causes pre-mature coating failure. This kind of decay
starts immediately upon installation of raw wood and exposure to sunlight.
"A" depicts intact wood fibers before exposure. "B" depicts the loose fibers
of the "earlywood" portion of the grain after exposure. For maximum coating
longevity, primer must be applied prior to installation.

Why Oil-Based Primer?

The above piece of Clear Vertical Grain bevel siding was cut in half. One
piece was primed with oil-based primer. The other was primed with latex.
The water in latex swells the grain. The problem can be readily seen on this
piece of CVG and is even more pronounced on "flat-grained" surfaces including
finger-joined and edge-glued boards.
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