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ONTRACTORS are still sur-

prised when they hear that wood
siding is low maintenance. Tell a
homeowner, “How about wood sid-
ing?” They might chuckle a little and
say., “I'm not painting my house every
five years,” as though it’s a foregone
conclusion.

How is it possible that the message
of pre-priming is still lost on so many
people? Well, for one, the alterna-
tives to wood are less expensive and
seem simpler. But they all have one
thing in common: they are trying to
imitate the look of wood. In other
words, we still like wood. It has a
class and a charm that, ultimately,
cannot be imitated.

Pre-priming your wood
siding and trim transforms it
into something revolutionary.

Many of the available alternative
siding products have worthy features,

but looking like wood is not one of

them. “But I keep hearing about all
this painting. I want something I can
install and forget about. What am I
missing?” you ask. The answer is that
pre-priming your wood siding and
trim transforms it into something rev-
olutionary.

There is a single reason to pre-
prime that trumps all other reasons
and is the secret to its low-mainte-
nance qualities. Yes, it saves time and
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money, and, yes, it also gets the back
of the wood primed before the oppor-
tunity to do so is missed forever. But
that's not the most important reason to
do it either. Because the truth is that
wood siding can be as low mainte-
nance as vinyl siding if it's done prop-
erly.

What is low maintenance?
Painting your home every five years
is too much maintenance. But 15
years might be okay. Pressure-wash-
ing vinyl siding is done frequently,
though it isn't required for the struc-
tural integrity of the product. Re-
roofing happens every 30 years, but is
very expensive. Where does wood
siding fit? The answer is interesting
because wood siding has a mainte-
nance schedule that puts it squarely in
the low-maintenance category, if it’s
done right, i.e. pre-primed.

Why do coating manufacturers
offer 30-year coating warranties with
only one additional re-painting in year
15 after the wood has been pre-
primed? What do they know about
pre-priming that gives them such con-
fidence?

The answer can be found in two
places. One is the experience accu-
mulated in the past 30 years of watch-
ing the pre-priming industry grow and
mature. Another can be found in gov-
ernment research at the USDA Forest
Products Lab in Wisconsin.
According to studies done there, the
trick to a very long coating life is to
protect the exposed side of the wood
before the wood ever sees light. This
prevents the fibers from becoming
damaged by light, resulting in a larg-

OcToBER 2003

PRE-PRIMING reportedly negates the primary
advantage substitute materials tout over real
wood siding: low maintenance.

er-than-expected reduction in bond
strength of the coating. Only a few
weeks of exposure can reduce bond-
strength by up to 50%.

Consequently, pre-priming makes
the coating stick for a very long time.
Using a high-end acrylic latex paint as
the final topcoat gives the coating
great durability. The result is real
wood siding that is low maintenance.

If you build a house at the age of
40 and paint it one more time before
you are 70, might we all agree that
this qualifies as low maintenance?
Given the increasing importance of
maintenance requirements in the pur-
chasing decisions of contractors
today, it might be time that this mes-
sage was no longer a surprise.
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Visit us at: www.GoPrimTECH.com or call: (800) 458-5775

